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Time and Memory

Supratim Pal

How a year passed away
In my busiest life's way.

A repetition of all sweet memory
of the romantic marriage ceremony.
Does the time move very fast!
Needless to say, to quench my thirst.
fast occurred all the events,

The romantic and colourful moments,
Like tiny waves of momentary existence.
Who thrilled me from distance?
Though busy extremely in profession.
Can | stop all the passions,

How funny would be the repetitions?
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Three Days in Bali Island (Indonesia) and an Encounter with
Balinese Hinduism

K K Satpati

Bali is one of the more than 17000 islands in the Indonesian archipelago and is the only Hindu
majority province in aoverwhelming Muslim majority country. It is Indonesia’s main tourist
destination with its spectacular landscape of hills and mountains, coastal beaches, volcanic
mountains, lush green rice terraces, gorgeous water falls, coffee and spice plantations, beautiful
temple architectures providing tranquility and picturesque views. The island is an abode to an
ancient Hindu Buddhist mixed unique culture and traditions. Hinduism arrived in Bali through
Indian traders as early as 100 BC. However Balinese Hinduism diverge from mainstream and is
quite radically different from what is practiced in India. We, a group of 15 tourists from Kolkata
on Indonesia tour reached Denpasar, the capital of Bali by flight from Yogyakarta (Java island)
on 1%t March,2019 for three days visit there.The place is located at a distance of 900 meters
from Equator. Indonesia has 3 time zones and there is one-hour time difference from Jakarta
(capitalof Indonesia) and Denpasar.Bali draws approximately 2 lakh Indian visitors each year.

Statues depicting Mahabharata episodes on a busy thorough fare
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The Denpasar Airport is an international airport with a heritage architecture with modern
amenities inside. The surrounding was quite nice and beautiful. On exit saw our local guide with
some ladies with traditional dress called ‘Kabey’, who garlanded us. This is probably is tradition
of welcoming tourists as we saw some other tourists were also being garlanded. The local guide
(male) was also in traditional dress wearing ‘Sarong’, a length of fabric with decorative border
rapped around the waist. The head dress is called ‘Udeng’ made of a square cloth that
isintricately tied around the head to form a knot in the middle. As soon as we came out of the
airport we got good visual of Mahabharat war. There is a big Ghatotkacha Karna war statues in
front of airport. The statue is called Patang Ghatokaja(meaning statue of warrior Ghatotkacha).
While Indians hardly recognize Ghatotkacha, Balinese people admire and respect him as a real
hero even though he was defeated by Karna possessing divine weapons.

The cast figure of Vishnu’ near a jewelry siop

We boarded a waiting bus for the hotel and on the way, the guide started giving some
preliminary introduction about Bali island. Bali is a small island having an area of 5600 km? with
length145 km from east to west and 90 km from north to south. The population of the island is 3
million, however, four times that number i.e. 12 million tourists come here every year. Now lot
of tourists come from Europe. 90% of the population of Bali island are Hindus. There are
thousands of temples and always some kind of festival and ceremony. Java and Bali islands of
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Indonesiaare highly populated although Borneo is the biggest island of which 80% belong to
Indonesia and the rest is divided into two parts — one is with Malesia and other is an
independent country. There are two active volcanos in the island now. Japan occupied the Bali
island in world war Il. The guide informed that there is only 10% people below poverty level in
Bali. Stealing is almost nil. He said tourism flourished Bali since 2000;before that people were
mostly depending on agriculture especially paddy cultivation and were poor.

Our guide in Balinese traditional dress

We started from the hotel for the island tour next morning. The local guide was quite tour
friendly. Everyday he was handing over some refreshment packets, fruit juices, and wherever
necessary raincoats, umbrella etc. Denpasar city is quite nice and clean though roads are rather
narrow.There are lot of motorcycles on the road; houses are mostly 2-3 stories. Lot of south
Indians are seen everywhere.On the roads, there are symbols oh Hinduism all over. There are
statues of Krishna, Karna, Bhima as well as big sculptures describing episodes of Ramayana
and Mahabharata. Recently they have constructed 12 km road over sea connecting two islands
— and there is a statue of ‘Garuda’ which is higher than the statue of liberty. The first stop was a
big jewelry shop (mostly silver) with a huge display hall. Many young people were seen working
there. Jewelries also have the stamp of Hindu tradition. However hardly anybody from our group
purchased anything from the shop. The value of Indonesian currency (Rupiah) is very low. One
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Dollar is equivalent to 15000 (approx.) Indonesian Rupiah. So, a small thing costs in thousands
and even lakhs of Rupiah.

Ritual bathing with holy spring water at Tirtempul temple

The second spot of visit was the 12" century Tirtempul temple dedicated to Vishnu, where there
was a large gathering of pilgrims for some water purification ceremony. The temple has large
rectangular pool with quite a few springs which Balinese Hindus consider to be holy or amrita.
People were seen taking ritual bathing there which is believed to wash away their sin, wards off
evil and purifies their soul. We had put on customary (compulsory) cloth to cover the lower
portion for entering the temple.Next, we proceeded to see the live volcano from a mountain
some distance away. We travelled on a totally rural road. The villages were mostly appeared
like our mufassil towns even though the roads were narrow. There were good greeneries with
paddy fields, coconut and other trees. We started going uphill and temperature was cool; we
had to put on sweater. Finally, we reached the foothill of Mount Agung, the highest mountain in
Bali. However, there was no volcanic activity at present but had good view of the summit (3142
metermsl) from a restaurant where we had our lunch. In 1963, the volcano erupted after being
dormant for 120 years killing 1600 people. Many adventure seekers especially Europeans hike
Mount Agung to experience the gorgeous sun rise as well as volcanic activity there. There is
also a volcanic crater lake nearby.
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Inside the Tirtempul temple

It does not take much time on the island to notice that Hindu temples are literally everywhere.
There are thousands of temples (more than 20000, according to an estimate) across the island.
Every village has at least three major temples with some kind of community religious activity
always going on. Further, every house has family temple complex in their compound looking to
the mountains. Each temple space of worship has at least three prominent deities — Brahma,
Vishnu and Shiva. Along with the trinity, Balinese Hindus worship a range of Gods and
Goddesses like Ganesh, Garuda as well as host of others not found in Indian Hinduism.
Baisakhi and Shivaratri are observed in a big way. We could see bamboo poles decorated with
young coconut leaf, flower, colored cloths in front of almost every house. It is supposed to be
symbol of triumph of good over evil. The guide said caste system prevails in Bali. There are four
castes:Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Sudra. Inter caste marriage is prohibited. The guide
narrated his story. He belongs to the lower caste but married an upper caste brahmin girl of his
office. But his wife’s parents kidnapped her and he had lot of problems. During the religious
ceremonies and social events higher caste people are given more respect and special
consideration.

20



Mount Agung with dormant volcano

On 7" March there will be ‘Nyepi’ the Balinese new year day according to Balinese saka
calendar. On the road there were huge colorful processions seen with village people wearing
white cloths from different temples with parasols, banners, and ‘puja’ materials as well as
smalleffigies on head proceeding towards the sea beach for some purification ceremonies.
‘Nyepi’ is observed in Bali as a Day of Silence, fasting, meditation and self-reflection. The
restrictions on the day are: no lighting of fires, no working, no entertainment or pleasure, turning
off all lights (or low light) as well as sound and for some no talking and eating at all on the day.
On ‘Nyepi’ day, most of the people remains silent deserting all worldly activities and all transport
on the road including the airport and sea port remains shut down; complete silence and serenity
reigns over entire island. According to the guide, the cremation ceremony (called ‘Ngaben’)
which is also an elaborate community-based expensive ritual which may cost up to 100 million
IDR; as a result, some people has to bury their dead bodies at least temporarily. Once the funds
are arranged, families will choose an auspicious day to carry the dead bodies for cremation.
There is also mass ‘Ngaben’ ceremonies; many families collectively share the cost of the ritual
cremation.
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Balinese new year procession during Nyepi’

We visited Tegenun water fall and experienced famous agritourism of Bali. We had to go150
step below to go close to the water fall. The waterfall foams in a white cascade of 66 feet high
on black stone cliffs into quite pool. There are some bathing areas for visitors. There are
beautiful views of rice terraces around, which is a tourist icon in Bali; many tourists visit the site-
paddy terraces - every day.

Coffee and other diverse plantations as a destination of agritourism

22



We all had a plantation tour of coffee garden providing us an enchanting view and educational
experience learning about how coffee beans are produced and processed until it is made into a
cup of coffee. Coffee is planted along with other tropical plantations such as pine apple, snake
fruit, Balinese potatoes and various fruit as well as spices. The gardens sell various coffee
products, spices herbal oils etc. We were offered coffee, lemon grass extract and other juices.
The most interesting feature is the processing of the costliest coffee called ‘civet coffee’ which is
produced from partially digested coffee cherries which have been eaten by a mongoose like
creature: Asian palm civet (Paradoxurus Hermaphroditus). The cherries are fermented as they
pass through intestines and following defecation the faecal matter is collected and processed
producing the most expensive coffee.

Asian palm civet from whose faecal matter expensive coffee is prodiced

We reached the town of Ubud which is known as a center for traditional craft and dance. We
visited theart village which is recognized as center for Balinese art viz. weaving, wood curving
and painting etc.We firstwalked up to a wood carving factory. Villagers here are expert in wood
carving famous across the world. We could witness artists creating beautiful wooden pieces with
motifs taken from Hindu and Buddhist mythology. We then similarly passed by a stone carving
village. We stopped at one of the painting shops and observed high standard painting meant for
export. Finally, we entered Batubulan village famous for traditional Kecak dance. Kecak is one
of the Balinese artistic master pieces in the form of a dance and musical performance. We
attended one dance performance based on episodes from Ramayana. It was held in the open,
below a shed without any backdrop at sunset and continued to night when only light came from
bamboo torches. There were also no musical instruments. We saw a group 20-30 bare chested
men wearing traditional ‘sarong’ sometime sitting cross legged, sometime dancing and
gesticulating and shouting in different voices around the stage. We could vaguely
understandthat the dancers are playingcharacters such as Rama,Ravana, Hanuman, Sita
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etc.rendering the episodes from epic Ramayana.Kecak dance is regularly performed in many
places all over the Bali island.We returned to the hotel after the dance performance.

Traditional Xecak dance based on Ramayana story

Early next morning we started for the most popular Kuta beach nearby our hotel. It is long
stretch of sandy beach with big waves reputedly a surfer’s paradise. This is the place where the
tourism in Bali all started. There are large number of beach bars, restaurants, hotels and night
clubs. We could see thousands of tourists swimming, surfing, sunbathing on the beaches or
spending quite time under colored umbrella. The guide saidAustralians come here mostly for
enjoying night life. British and other Europeans go to mountains and villages to spend time
there.
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Kuta beach

We started our journey to visit Ulundanuberatan temple along a hilly road, some 55 km away.
The journey was through beautiful landscape with greeneries and paddy fields. The area is
famous for vegetables, spice and strawberry farming.Reached the temple site after about one
and half hour’'sjourney. PuraUlun Danu is a major Shaivite temple complex located on the
shores of lake Beratan which sits on a volcano crater. It is most popular for its historical
relevance as well as the Balinese architecture and picturesque location in the mountain. The
temple complex has four sacred structures devoted to The Hindu Gods — Brahma, Vishnu,
Shiva as well as the goddess of the lake. This 12-tiertemple was built by the Balinese king
Mengwi in 17th century. However, there were no signs of any ‘puja’. One of temples was locate
inside the lake where priest goes for puja with the help of Bamboo.

Ulundanuberatan temple
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We had returned journey on the same route and after one and half hour journey reached 16"
century Tanah lot temple a highly reveredreligious place beside the sea. The place is packed
with lot of visitors and sellers. Tanah lot is an ancient Hindu temple dedicated to the Gods of the
sea. The temple is located on offshore rock formation near the coast of Indian ocean. We had to
walk a lot through petty shops and hawkers to reach the temple. The temple is dedicated to the
sea god. Along with the temple, large people have gathered here to watch large Indian ocean
waves crashing on the rocks during high tide and see the sunset over the Indian ocean. After
the sunset we observed the mass exit of people from the area and the roads are clogged; there
was a huge traffic jam for about two hours or so. It appears people did not allow construction of
flyover as vehicle can not move over a religious procession below the flyover.

Indian ocean coast teside 7anafi (ot temple

The Bali tour was concluded last evening. However, the good feeling of the toured was marred
while checking out of the hotel, the hotel manager imposed a fine 2,30,000 IDR on one lady of
our group for allegedly damaging the room table which she denied. However, the matter could
be settled through negotiation without paying fine. The guide bid us goodbye at the airport
thanking us for backing tourism in Bali. The flight was in time and we reached Kolkata with one
stopover in Kualalampur as scheduled.
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Unakoti — Mythological Wonder in Tripura

Reena Datta and Mrinmoy Datta

Tripura in North East India has a District in the North Tripura ,named as Unakoti and its Kailashahar
subdivision has Sculptural emplem having rock carvings of innumerable images of Gods and
Goddesses. These carvings made on rocks, present in Raghunandan Hills of Tripura , are one less
than one crore ( 99,99,999) and as such, the place is literally known as “Unakoti “, famously known
as Angkor Wat of the North-East named as Cambodia’s Wat Temple. It is a place of worship with
huge rock reliefs celebrating Shiva. In the local Kokborok language, it is called Subrai Khung. It is
yet to be recognized as a UNESCO world Heritage site listed in 2022 .

The images found at Unakoti are of two types: namely rock-carved figures and stone images.
Among the rock-cut carvings, the central Shiva head and Gigantic Ganesha images , deserve
special mention. The central Shiva head known as Unakotiswara Kal Bhairava is about 30 feet
high including an embroidered head-dress which itself is 10 feet high. On each side of the head-
dress of the central Shiva, there are two full-size female figures - one of Durga standing on a lion
and another female figure on the other side. Figures of Hanumana, Ganesha, Ravana and other

deities from Hindu mythology are sculpted to perfection. In addition, three enormous images
of Nandi Bull are found half-buried in the ground. There are various other stone as well as rock-cut
images at Unakoti. Every year a big fair popularly known as Ashokastami Mela is held in the month
of April. The festival is visited by thousands of pilgrims. Another smaller festival takes place in
January.

According to Hindu mythology, Lord Shiva once spent a night here on way to Kashi( Benaras).
Lord Shiva was followed by 99,99,999 gods and goddesses . Lord had asked his followers to wake
up before sunrise and make their way towards Kashi. Unfortunately, none awoke, except Lord Shiva
himself. Before he set out for Kashi alone, he put a curse on the others, turning them to stone and
that is how the site got its name. It is ‘Shaiba’ (Saivite) pilgrimage and dates back to 7th — 9th
centuries if not earlier.

It was believed by Local tribals that the maker of these idols was Kallu Kumhar. He was a
devotee of Parvati and wanted to accompany Shiva-Parvati to their heavenly abode on Mount
Kailash. On Parvati's insistence, Shiva agreed to take Kallu to Kailash, but for this a condition was
kept that he would have to make one crore idols of Shiva in one night. Kallu got involved in this work
of making idols overnight. But when dawn broke, the idols turned out to be one less than one crore.
Shiva left Kallu the potter with his idols in Unakoti, making this an excuse of his inability to complete
the task of one crore idol

Unakoti lies 178 km to the northeast from Agartala which has the closest airport, 8 km to the
east from Kailashahar, district headquarters of Unakoti district,148 km to the south-east from Silchar.
The nearest railway station is 19.6 km away at Dharmanagar railway station on the Lumding—
Sabroom section. From Dharmanagar railway station it takes about 30-40 minutes by car. Travelling
from capital town Agartala has become much easier nowadays. The morning train from Agartala
reaches Dharmanagar before 10 am. The afternoon train from Dharmanagar reaches Agartala by 8
PM.

The site, added to the tentative list of UNESCO World Heritage in 2022 , has suffered
centuries of neglect causing degradation and loss of considerable scale to the rock art. Since its
adoption by the ASI (Archaeological Survey of India) as a heritage site, the situation has slightly
improved, though a lot of work including substantial excavation remains to be undertaken.
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A closer view of Durga Idol Carved on Hills Images of Gods and Goddesses as carved
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